The Story

of

The Windows

at

St. Luke
The supreme task of the Christian Church is to receive, maintain and perpetuate our Christian inheritance.  The art glass windows present in simple beauty the highlights of that unfolding story.  Beginning with the windows on the right as you enter from Second Avenue, the main events of church history are presented in chronological sequence.  The first two windows outline Old Testament history:  Creation, Abraham, Moses, David, Isaiah, and then John the Baptist, the bridge between the Old and New Testaments.  The next four windows present the Life of our Lord: birth and childhood, ministry, Holy Week events, and then the crucifixion, resurrection and ascension.  The last two windows give some of the great events of the triumphs of the Christian Church:  The Great Commission, Paul, Martin Luther and the Methodist movement with John and Charles Wesley and Francis Asbury.

At first glance, the three principal figures in each window compel one’s attention, but presently the scenes in the small medallions shed further light and interest on the main figures.  Careful study of these windows will reveal many other interesting truths and prove a real worshipful experience.  The artist, Mr. Henry Lee Willet of Willet Studios in Philadelphia, designed these scenes especially for our church at the request of the local committee.

The eight great windows in the nave of St. Luke Methodist Church depict in scenes and symbolism incidents in the history or our religion from the Creation to the establishment of the Methodist Church in the United States.
Window No. 1 on right:

As one enters the church, the compelling story begins in beautiful color.  The first window starts with the Creation.  God Himself is shown looking down on the things which He has created and sees that they are good and perfect, which is true of all the things that He creates.  There are the sun, the moon, the water, the dry land, the green things, the fishes, the animals and man himself, created in God’s own image, represented by Adam and Eve.

The fall of man is depicted by the serpent that is about to tempt Eve.  The act brings sin into the world, and the lion and the lamb which are lying together in peace will no longer live in peace.  Man’s only salvation will be thought the birth of the Messiah.  In the center panel is the figure of the great Abraham with his son, Isaac.  There is a fond embrace before he takes Isaac to the altar of sacrifice.  God spares Abraham the sacrificing of his son, because his faith, when tested, proved true.  The ram which was to take the place of Isaac is caught in the thorns.  This event represents one of the first promises of God that a Savior would come to save the world.

In the border are Hagar praying at the side of her son and Abraham’s wife, Sarah.

In the bottom panel Moses receives the Ten Commandments from God.  Bordering the scene, Moses keels by the burning bush, with his shoes off, to receive his great commission from God to go back to Egypt and to lead the Children of Israel from their captivity. With his brother, Aaron, Moses is casting his staff before the Pharaoh.  Below, the Children of Israel are shown gathered around the Golden Calf, which Moses is on Mount Sinai.
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Window No. 2 on right:

The top panel portrays the young Psalmist, David, seated among his flocks.  He is listening for the inspiration of God to give him the Psalms, which have been beloved throughout the centuries.

The border reveals the Ark of the Covenant, which David brought to its final resting place in the Temple in Jerusalem.  The portrayal of David and Jonathan depicts their close friendship.  The sling and the stone with which David was able to conquer Goliath are here, and the other scene shows David cutting of Goliath’s head.    The center panel is devoted to the Prophet, Isaiah, who had a clear and thrilling foresight of the coming of the Messiah.  The star is the symbol of this promised Messiah.  The tongs and live coal remind us of Isaiah’s calling.

On the bottom panel we see John the Baptist with his staff, only half a cross, symbolizing that his mission was not complete.  Christ’s ministry was to follow.  The border reveals the Ten Commandments and the Lamb of God, showing that John the Baptist was the link between.  In the lower border, he stands preaching in the wilderness.  Here too, are the symbols of great prophets – Daniel, Ezekiel and Jeremiah.
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Window No. 3 on right:

At the top is the angel announcing the birth of Christ to the shepherds.  The angel directs the beam of light from the star to the stable in Bethlehem.

The panel below portrays the Three Wise Men presenting their gifts to the Christ, Who is in the symbolic pose surrounded by the flame.  The Wise Men in the border are following the star in the East to the place where the Christ Child lay.  The priceless gifts appear in the opposite border panel.

The bottom panel reveals Christ at the age of twelve, in the Temple, surrounded by the doctors.  In the border are the symbols of the Temple, a sanctuary lamp and the Temple scrolls.  Joseph is on the one side and Mary on the other.  When they finally found Jesus in the temple, He asked them, “Wist ye not that I must be about My Father’s business?”
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Window No. 4 on the right:

This window delineates Christ seated on the Mount, speaking to the assembled multitude and to all the world the great Sermon, which is the basis for our social gospel.  In the panels are the lessons from the sermon: the lilies of the field, the birds of the air, giving of alms in private, the house built on the rock, the wolf in sheep’s clothing, and the casting of pearls before swine.

The center panel depicts Christ blessing the little children.  The borders show the mothers bringing their children to Christ and, on the opposite side, the disciples are portrayed.

The bottom panel reveals Christ stilling the tempest, not only calming the waves, but also bringing faith to the disciples.  The border includes Christ asleep in the boat and the symbols of the storm, the winds and the lighting.  The shining sun is the symbol of peace and calm.  At the very bottom is a ship sailing in a peaceful sea, as do all our ships of life when we continue to have faith in our Lord, Jesus Christ
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Window No. 5: (opposite No. 4)


Here are scenes from the Passion of Christ.  The first scene is the Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem on the last Sunday while He lived on earth.  The multitude is shouting their hosannas, strewing palms before the path of Christ.  Palm-bearers and Mary Magdalene, anointing Christ’s feet, appear in the upper border.

The central panel portrays the Last Supper of our Lord with His twelve disciples.  Christ is raising the chalice.  “This do in remembrance of Me.” Judas is leaving the table with a bag of money.  In the lower border there are notes of music representing the hymn the disciples sang before leaving the Upper Room.  The opposite border pictures Christ washing Peter’s feet before the Last Supper, giving us His lesson of true greatness, humility.

The bottom scene depicts the agony Christ suffered in the garden.  The angel is bringing the cup to Christ as He looks to heaven and says, “Not My will but Thine be done.”  The three disciples can be seen sleeping while He asked them to watch.  The betrayal kiss by Judas and Peter’s cutting off the guard’s ear are presented in the left and right borders respectively.
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Window No. 6:


The top panel depicts the sacrifice on the cross.  Jesus is looking down at His mother, committing her to John’s care.  The other two Marys stand weeping beside the cross while the Centurion looks up, saying “Truly this was the Son of God.”  The border delineates our Lord bearing His cross, the descent from the cross, the lightning striking from the clouds, and the veil of the Temple being rent.

Below is the Resurrection.  On either side of the tomb are the soldiers. Christ is raising aloft the banner of the Church Triumphant.  “If Christ be not raised from the dead, your faith is vain.”  On the other side is the scene in the garden where Mary Magdalene mistook Christ for the gardener.  The gardener carries a spade, often his symbol in early Christian art.  

Below is the ascension of Christ, with an angel on either side, who spoke to the multitude saying, “Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing into heaven?  This same Jesus which is taken up from you into heaven shall so come in like manner as you have seen Him go into heaven.”

The border scene reveals Thomas putting his fingers into the wounds which Christ received on the cross. Christ is making Himself known by the breaking of bread at Emmaus, and by the miraculous draught of fish.  Peter rushes before the boat even before it reaches the shore to get to Christ, Who has built a fire to prepare breakfast for His beloved disciples.
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Window No. 7:


The window portrays the great Pentecost scene.  The Holy Spirit (the dove) is descending.  Peter is preaching his first sermon, and the idea of the great commission is given: “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” 

In the border we see the stoning of Stephen, the first of the Christian martyrs, Peter and John starting their ministry at the Gate Beautiful, Cornelius praying that someone might come to bring the message of salvation to the Gentiles, and Peter on the rooftop receiving the message that Christ is for the Gentiles as well as the Jews.  The animals which are unclean to the Jews are lowered with the command, “Rise, Peter, slay and eat.”

The center panel pictures Paul, the great missionary, receiving his call to go to Macedonia.  The boat, the symbol of the missionary journey, is left behind him.  In the border are scenes of Paul in Athens and of Paul and Barnabas escaping from Antioch, the place where the followers of Jesus were first called Christians.  Also the great companion of Paul, Luke, the writer of the third gospel, is shown.

The bottom panel depicts Martin Luther working on his translation of the Bible.  In the border Luther is tacking the theses on the door of the Castle Church at Wittenburg.  History records Luther as seeing the devil once so clearly that he threw his ink bottle at him.  The devil and the ink bottle are also pictured in the border, along with two of Luther’s symbols, the rose and the printing press.  Luther is pictured under a tree during a lightning storm.
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No. 8     The Methodist Window:
The final window has John Wesley depicted as a circuit rider. He is shown preaching from the Bible while he remains seated on his horse.  In the border are Susanna Wesley, a ship to represent Wesley’s trip to America as a missionary to the Indians of Georgia, one of the towers of Oxford, the Wesley Oak at St. Simon’s Island, and an Indian brave kneeling and seeming to listen to John Wesley’s message from afar off.

In the center panel Charles Wesley is composing his great hymn, “Jesus, Lover of My Soul.”  An angel is working the bellows of the organ to represent the fact that Charles Wesley received divine inspiration for his hymns.

In the border with their trumpets, are the Moravians, known sometimes as the Easter People for their simple and pious faith. A Negro family is listening to a message from the Methodist leaders who believed that they would soon be free and equal in God’s sight to their white brothers.

The bottom panel portrays Francis Asbury, the first American Methodist bishop, kneeling in prayer beside his faithful horse which took him about the country.  In the border he is characterized by preaching to a great multitude.  We see the Christmas tree, a symbol of the first American Annual Conference.  It was held at Christmas – hence the Christmas tree.  Other sketches are a circuit rider and an ordination service.
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